
International Praise For Independent Living Scheme
 

	
Demonstration of the Telecare system

	 


The leader of Norway's Health and Care Committee has praised an Inverclyde Council service helping vulnerable people stay in their own homes.

Harald T Nesvik was joined by fellow Storting member Vigdis Giltun for a demonstration of the Telecare system at the Centre for Independent Living in Greenock.

During his visit to Scotland, Mr Nesvik said: "This is the future. Our UK Consulate told us Inverclyde was the best place to come to see this technology in action."

The Government initiative is in its third year and aims to help care groups including people with physical and learning disabilities to live safely at home rather than in hospitals or other care institutions.

Telecare uses a range of technology to support vulnerable people to live independently. They include door contact sensors, flood, smoke, heat and CO2 detectors, bed and chair occupancy sensors, fall detectors, epilepsy monitors and bogus call buttons.

Mr Nesvik added: "People want to stay at home and it is very useful to use technology for people to do that. In the future we can use GPS for patients with dementia and webcams can also be used as examples for how to help people feel safer. This is a win-win situation. It allows people to stay at home, and the community can benefit by providing more cost efficient care for people."

Convener of the Health and Social Care Committee Councillor Joe McIlwee said: "We know about the good work that goes on here but to get international recognition is amazing. For people overseas to be talking about this is a fantastic reflection of the great work that goes on here."

Telecare is operated by the Inverclyde Partnership which includes Inverclyde Council, Greater Glasgow and Clyde Health Board, Inverclyde Community Health Partnership and Housing Providers.
 
Pictured left to right are Vigdis Giltun, Harald T.Nesvik, Councillor Joe McIlwee and Debbie Maloney, Older People's Housing Demonstrator.

